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PaER
This kanji is a combination of the part B (the rising sun) and £ (person) to mean

‘high’ , ‘superior’ or ‘table’ .
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This kanji represents two hands (#) raising a bead that is sparkling in the sun

(Z).
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This kanji represents a ceremony that is held by placing a sparkling bead (&) before

the stairs the gods use to descend from heaven ().
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The part #& represents the gods descending from heaven one by one. When combined

with K (wood), it represents correcting something after consulting the gods.
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This kanji is a combination of @ (mouth) and = (a pile of dirt) to represent a

mouth vomiting.
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This kanji developed from the kanji = (countryside) to mean ‘flat’ .
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This kanji represents makeup, made with white rice (k) powder and spread smoothly
(FE) on the face.
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This kanji comes from the shape of sandbanks in a river (JII).
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This kanji represents a family silent in mourning for three years after the death

of a family member. The part X represents a dog sacrificed to the gods as an

offering, and 2 represents black clothes worn during the period of mourning
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The left hand side part of this kanji represents a flag attached to a bamboo pole.

The part Z represents a long tubular streamer blowing in the wind to dry.
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This kanji represents the red core of a tree stump.
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The part %k indicates the reading of the kanji. When combinedwith % (adecapitated
head), it represents death by beheading. This was considered to be a very unordinary

punishment, so it became used to mean ‘special’ or ‘extraordinary’ .
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This kanji comes from the shape of a large flower.
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The part on the left hand side of this kanji represents a dish piled with delicious
food, and the part ZE represents a person turning his head to burp after having

already finishing his meal.
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This kanji represents a feudal estate where celebrations where held after a ceremony

finished. A similar kanji U represents the people at a celebration sitting and

facing each other.
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This kanji represents two sounds (&) echoing each other (48).
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This kanji represents the fresh meat of fish () or sheep ().
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This kanji represents a trial held to investigate the details of a case, by

sacrificing a sheep (%) to the gods.
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This kanji represents a ewe bearing a lamb (). Lambs are able to stand and walk

(3_) as soon as they are born, so it became used to mean ‘achieve’ or ‘master’
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The part ZK comes from the shape of a pig. It was added to the part A (flesh) to

represent a fat pig
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This kanji represents animal (&) killed as a sacrifice to the gods, placed before

the stairs the gods use to descend from heaven ().
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The left side of this kanji represents a horned owl, and it is combined with the
part R to represent a method of divining performed by watching birds to determine

the gods’ reply to a prayer.
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This kanji represents the gods’ answer to prayer, advising farmers about
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agriculture (A).
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This kanji represents a wooden (’K) bar used as a scale to weigh objects
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The part & comes from the shape of flowers () blooming and shells (&) opening.
It represents the image of something expanding. When combined with X, it represents

a grave made by piling dirt.
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This kanji represents a mouth or outlet (A) emitting something.
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The part X comes from the shape of a shellfishmoving its |igaments. When combined

with ¥, it represents a hand waving in the same way.
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This kanji represents lips, a part of the mouth (A) resembling a shellfish ().
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The part 2 represents plowing a field. When combined with , it represents the

dark color of a field after it is filled with water.
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This kanji represents a horse () that is agitated after being bitten by fleas (H).
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This kanji is a combination of & (female) and & (male) to represent a couple.
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This kanji represents a difficulty made easier by performing a ceremony using a bead
(%). A similar part % is used in many other kanji and represents a bead placed

on a pedestal.
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This kanji represents a waterfall, a flow of water (3 ) that resembles a dragon (%&).
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The part on the left hand side comes from the shape of a frog. The part % (string)
was added to represent a carpenter’ s inking string used to draw straight lines.
The two parts were combined as the string makes a sound |ike a frog’ s croak when

it is pulled and released.
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The part 75 is a combination of X (heaven) and il» (heart) to represent feelings
it represents adding seasoning to food to keep in

of shame. When combined with 7
as one keeps embarrassing feelings within one’ s heart

the flavor,



804 =10

(1863 (EELHEEEY). bOEEYAY LTI Ba
{51
HAFA X bA
G5 xE
5y

= ’Et‘-"jg 1 {;’-{4’-1’%%'%‘?

2R ; ;
yaa LAt 2 2y OF, TB) 2i<. HFELELT XIS
Bat & LET,
RiR

The part {E represents leaving a job to another person. The part B (money) was

added to represent paying another person to do a job.
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This kanji represents the heavy (&) seed of a plant (R).
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This kanji represents two heavy (ZE) things colliding at a crossroads (7).
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The lower part of this kanji represents the plumps thighs of a person kneel ing down.

The part + (grass) was added to represent a spacious place such as a park or golf

course.
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The part 3B represents the plump thighs of a person kneeling in a shrine (=) in
prayer. It was combined with the part B (flesh) to represent the person’ s arms,

which are equally as plump as their thighs.
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This kanji represents a hand (#) reaching out (%) to handle something.
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This kanji represents money (B) exchanged ({k&) for goods
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This kanji represents animal skin (&) that has been changed ({t) into boots.
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This kanji comes from the shape of an insect.
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This kanji represents water (7 ) mixing, resembling a swarm of insects (E).
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The part 3 represents a woman (%) with a tattoo used as a slave. Such slaves were

presented as an offering to serve and come into contact with the gods.
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This kanji represents a cherry blossom tree (K) with feminine (Z&) beauty.
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The part E represents two hands straightening a bent arrow. When the part § is

added, it represents water that runs smoothly
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This kanji represents an offering of fragrant plants (), presented in a ceremony

(H) to worship the gods.
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The part # represents a box for prayer () contaminated with water (7K). When the
part & is added, it represents a foot stepping on the box of prayer to contaminate

it.
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The part & is a combination of H

(a box containing prayers), “J, and 1=, and
represents praying in a loud voice to appease the spirit of a dead person lying by



the road. The part # was added to represent a notice to let others know about the

person’ s death.
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This kanji represents a throat dry after praying in a loud voice to appease a dead
person’ s spirit (B).
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The part # comes from the shape of a miko, agirl in the service of a shrine, wearing
ornaments in her bobbed hair. During a ceremony, mikos were required to stand (3I)

at the end, so this kanji became used to mean ‘end’
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The part T represents a miko without ornaments in her hair. Mikos were employed

74

(5T) to perform rain ceremonies, and this kanji represents the endurance required

to perform such a ceremony.
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This kanji represents hitting (%) the stalks of grain (R) to extract and col lect

the seeds inside.
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The part B of this kanji does not represent a carriage, but a bag containing grain,
similar to the part in the kanji E. This bag with beaten (%) by hand (F) in order

to separate the grains of rice from the rest of the plant

T X
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This kanji represents a slave () working hard in the fields (7).
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This kanji represents feelings (il») of anger experienced by a slave (3) after being

forced to do heavy labor.
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This kanji represents a fetus (@, originally written as B) inside a womb
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This kanji represents two hands (#) wrapped (&) around a child.
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The part “7 originally came from the shape of a dragon with its tail curled around,
but it later became used to represent a body curled up. The part H was added to

represent a unit of ten days. In ancient China, such a unit was often used in fortune



telling.
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The part # represents a nomad, captured and whipped (4&) in prayer to the gods

When combined with the part E§, it represents whipping a horse in the same way.
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This kanji represents ceremony (A) held to enforce the maximum penalty by confining

(X) a person (A) in a small wooden box (K).
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The part FF represents a government office used to preserve important documents
There are so many documents packed on a shelf that it looks as though they have stuck
together. The part P was added to represent rotten meat that has stuck together

in a similar way to the documents.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a person sticking their stomach out (&) when

firing an arrow.
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This kanji represents words (&) of gratitude spoken on one’ s departure (%&).
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The part H represent the head of a demon, and it is combined with 3£ to represent

the grotesque sight of a demon spreading its arms in order to attack someone



836 =10
(2#/2:8) 253

Z 5 (3Y) FR
S K 2 (AT ESN ntbH Ul Y- Z 5 . L 2
ﬂ/\d)él‘_étﬁ\ﬁ' HEIXZTLH T, ~/\ EEEPAN %Ciﬂﬁﬂ‘é#ﬁ
DTT.
iR
This kanji comes from the shape of two m/ko, specially chosen to perform a dance

as an offering to the gods.
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This kanji represents many hands lifting an elephant’ s tusk high into the air in

ceremony. It is used to mean ‘lift high® or ‘hold
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This kanji represents three people presenting a special wooden (K) branch or bar
(%) to the gods.
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This kanji represents two hands (#) wrapping up a bear’ s paw (3€). It is also used
to represent scrolls of writing.
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This kanji represents a territory or area that is surrounded ().
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This kanji represents a crown. It is now used in place of the kanji $# to represent

judging a person in a trial.
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The part £& represents two hands delivering a child. It is used in many kanji to

represent the image of replacing or exchanging old things for new. The part 3F was
added to represent exchange.
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The part & represents two people walking in opposite directions to guard the front

and back gates of a castle. It was combined with the part % to represent the
horizontal direction.
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This kanji represents the person ({) living inside a guarded castle (&).

aid
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This kanji represents guards (&) patrolling (47) the outer wall of a castle.
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The part Kk is a combination of X (fire) and X (person) to represent a dead body
and a will-o" -the-wisp, a ghostly light that appears over bogs or swamps

As a whole, this kanji represents a ceremony held close to the border of another



country by sacrificing the life of a foreign person to the gods to protect one’ s

own country.
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The lower part I comes from the shape of a castle wall. A sundial (H) was placed

on the top to determine the time of day
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This kanji represents the pattern (£) made by shadows (&).
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This kanji represents a whale, an animal considered to be a fish (f) as large as

the tower on a castle gate ().
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The upper part I comes from the shape of meat divided into two pieces. When combined

with the part E, it represents two parties buying and selling goods.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a braided cord. It represents crossing the strings

over and over again to make a braid.
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This kanji represents wooden (K) planks fit together to resemble a braid (&).
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This kanji represents fitting words (&) together (F) to speak.
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This kanji represents a person dressed as a tiger sitting on a desk (JL) in a
traditional form of Shinto theatrical dance called Aagura. 1t represents the fixed

spot they are supposed to sit in
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This kanji represents the crown of a bell| that has been carved with the pattern of

a tiger’ s head (). The crown was used to support and suspend the bell from the

ceiling, so this kanji became used to mean ‘support’
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The part & comes from the shape of a large container that resembles a wine barrel

The barrel was offered in a shrine (™) as an exuberant gift to the gods.
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This kanji represents a wine barrel (&) cut in half with a sword (1]) in order to

keep one half as a reserve.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a plate (&) piled with grain.
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The part & represents an axe placed on top of a box for prayer in order to seal
it represents the words of prayer that have

in its powers. When combined with &,

been shut and crammed inside.
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This kanji represents a clever and skillful animal, such as a bear.
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This kanji represents a bear, an animal (8&) with a fiery (»~) disposition.
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This kanji represents the state of mind (il») or preparedness one must have to perform
a task well.
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The part #& indicates the reading of the kanji. This kanji was similar to the

pronunciation for the kanji B (to cook), so it became used tomean ‘cook’ instead.
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This kanji represents a box for prayer (B) buried in various parts of the city walls.
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This kanji comes from the shape of large, opened bag. It represents weighting the

amount of something
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This kanji represents rice () put into a bag (&) to weigh and ration the amount.



867 -1 S
(1#/7R) by (x8) tr-<

m]w 5114
X5 A%
*
sl | T
s+
by (9¢) F@ ) - " . ,
b v TR, RRORE @ FTHo £ T, TR L Kok ) Se A
WERorstrE LET,
%R

The part E comes from the shape of two hands holding a winnow, a tool used to blow
air through grain in order to remove its outer covering. It is combined with the

part £ to represent a base of land that is square like a winnow.
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This kanji is acombination of the part E (winnow) and a bamboo pole with a streamer

attached. It represents a square army flag attached to a pole.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a clay pot used to hold sake or water.
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This kanji represents a hand (F) shaking a pot ({F) containing meat.

s
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This kanji represents a basin (1) used as a musical instrument and struck (%) for
entertainment. Such an instrument was passed around in a circle from one person to

the next, so this kanji became used to mean ‘move’ or ‘pass around’ .
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The upper part B represents an axe completed by attaching a tassel. When combined

with the part m,

it represents a plate piled with offerings to the gods.



873 =10
(2 #/35)) L%

m
L5 bPbEINL I
B K R R
oa v
‘ .
;1732 ¥ 3 I
L2 ?ﬁ ¢ N e ERS LrinEd  958h Hiok
() (3% ) THROWEDLNAERBEONBEZ & LT,

iR
This kanji represents an inner castle wall (X) that has been purified with an axe

(R .
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The upper part B represents aneedle () sticking intoaperson’ sbottomor waist
as punishment. The part X was added to represent a wall of dirt that surrounds a

city, similar to how a belt wraps around the waist
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This kanji represents a person bending their waist and moving (3_) in order to avoid
hitting an object. Their posture resembles a person with a waist bent in pain after

being pierced by a needle (B%).
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The right part f& comes from the shape of a person sitting on top of a roof that

has been cleansed with an arrow (%) during a ceremony. The part 1 was added to
represent a person standing on the roof to check the condition of the evil enemy



spirits. This kanji became used to refer to the ‘weather’ , used to judge
‘signals’ to determine a condition.
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The part E represents a small room used to enshrine dead bodies. The part ¥ was

added to represent a hand curled up tightly into a small ball.



878 =10
(2H/6) X bZD

@l

=

H*>é

> &
T
3 El

A N AYER>) Y e
BEoi—y T ) BEBO T . TH] (B4) 2N, T£{ b
zéJ\ZQ%Liﬁo

3

%

The part on the right hand side of this kanji comes from the shape of a storage box.

Money (B) was stored and saved inside.
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The part I represents an anvil and indicates the reading of the kanji. The part
7 was added to it to represent a river or inlet that curves gently, in a similar

way to an anvil.
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The part I represents an anvil and indicates the reading of the kanji. When the

part 71 is added, it represents hard work or a great deed.
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The part & comes from the shape of a marker used to show the place where the gods
descend from the heavens, while = (a variation on the kanji 1) represents an axe

that has been purified. When combined, they represent sacred place purified with



an axe where the gods exist or reside.
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This kanji is a combination of & and & to represent a child that has been cleansed

to secure its |ife.
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In this kanji, the part Z indicates the reading. It was added to the part =% to
represent an offering selected to present to the gods, after comparing the difference

between two sheep.
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The part 75 represents a dead person pointed in the direction of the enemy to ward
off evil spirits. When combined with [, it represents a ceremony held before a

flight of stairs (B) to prevent and ward off evil spirits.



885 =10

(1 %/ 23%) RGN
1
b FLE)  shEs ¢
3L =B XEBE
NV
——

F 55

M
4w
[
[
\f
i

ryx

3 374

[ES AR b

FRTOSHLNERYONE (HB) £ K LET.
2ER

This kanji represents a room of a building inwhich the rooms were separated according
to the direction () they faced.
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This kanji represents one section of a town or temple that has been separated by
a wall of dirt (X). Later it became used to represent a person who looks after a

section of a temple.
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The part Z (woman or, in this case, m/ko) was added to the kanji 5 to represent

preventing the evil spirits of an enemy country from entering one’ s own country
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The part on the right hand side of this kanji comes from the shape of an embroidered
apron-1like piece of cloth tied around the waist in ceremonies. The part 7 was added

to represent a full bucket of water, similar to how the embroidery fills the cloth.
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The part % comes from the shape of a person with tassels attached to the sleeves
of their clothing. When holding a ceremony to worship the spirits of the ancestors,
children (%) would dress like this to play the part of their grandparents in a

ceremony.
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This kanji was original ly written as {&, where the part B (&) represented a hand
holding a round bag containing rice. When combined with the part {1, it represents

a person handing or the bag to another person, as they ‘convey’ information
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The central part of this kanji represents a m/kowith her hair standing on end. #/kos

were beaten (&) on roads (¥ leading to another country in order to reduce the power
of an enemy’ s curse.
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This kanji represents a ceremony held by a road () by beating (&) an elder person

belonging to another clan in order to make sure that one’ s requests are granted
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This kanji represents worshipping the gods by placing the meat of dogs (X) through
the opening (%) of a stove and cooking it. It also represents the smoke that bil lows

from the chimney as the meat cooks.
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The part + indicates the reading of the kanji, and means ‘condensed’ . When the

part 7 is added, it represents water that has been condensed into soup or juice
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This kanji represents the middle (#1) of the ocean (7).
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This kanji represents the relationship between (&) two people (1).
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The part 5 comes from the shape of a bent stick. When combined with O
represents praying in a loud voice while tapping the stick

it
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The part 38 represents a bundle of sticks that has been scattered all over. When

combined with the part 7, it represents water that boils and splatters ina similar

way.
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This kanji represents money (E) that is scattered (38) all over.
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This kanji represents a raft made by tying planks (BE) of wood (’K) together. The
lengths of the planks of wood were measured before building the raft, so it became

used to mean ‘to measure’ or ‘to investigate’
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The part B represents meat piled up on a board to present as an offering to the
gods. When combined with H, it represents mats that are piled up and spread on the

floor.
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The part “E represents a fence made out of bent branches. It had the same reading

as the kanji & (past, ancient) to it came to have a similar meaning as well.
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This kanji represents sake (B) that has become old (/) and turned sour.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a tool held in the hand that winds rope around

the upper and lower parts alternately
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This kanji comes from the shape of a m/ko with ornaments in her hair.
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This kanji represents a m/ko with ornaments in her hair () holding a ceremony to

complete the act of crossing a river (3)
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The part & in this kanji was originally written as & and represented a large

square pot. It was combined with 1] to represent rules carved into the side of the

pot. Later it became used to represent medicine prescribed by the doctor.
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The part E represents sundown and means ‘nothing’ . The part B was added to it

to represent the sun disappear ing beyond the horizon, casting darkness over the land.
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The kanji represents burying or sinking (&) something into the earth (&%).
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This kanji comes from the shape of the rising sun.
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This kanji represents holding (%) a bag and carrying it high (B) on one’

shoulders.
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The lower part & represents turning over a thin layer of soil resembling thinpieces
of dried meat (&). The part 4r was added to represent documents written on thin

pieces of bamboo.
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This kanji represents feelings (») of sadness or regret about the past (&).
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The upper part comes from the shape of a m/ko with her eyebrows painted. The miko
would paint her eyebrows |ike this and hold a ceremony late at night (4) to try

and manipulate dreams.
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This kanji represents appeasing or suppressing the spirit of the gods of the land
(%).



916

=173
(2#%/123%) bX7H
ma‘%f’ E2) (ST N ZLwI
We9 WE RW WD
sn(5) 2B
(B BAORE S NOEEAE T CF, KROBIEY 2528
D CRETZ) crz A LET.
RaR

The part B comes from the shape of a seedling with its roots neatly bound. When
combined with the part &
cloth to repair a tear

it represents wrapping clothing with another piece of
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This kanji represents patting the earth down (&) after planting a seedling (&)
and covering it with dirt. The part /5 is a variation on the part =f.
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This kanji represents planting seeds & in a wide (+) area.
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indicates the reading of the kanji, as well as representing a spreading
The part + was added to convey the image of a thin cover of
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This kanji represents patrolling a river (JIl).
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This kanji represents a fork in the river.
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This kanji represents blood vessels that run all through the flesh (A).
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This kanji represents a hand (X) removing ashes from the fireplace after the fire

(&) has gone out.
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This kanji represents coal used for fires (*A) found in beds of earth below a mountain
(W) or cliff (7).
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This kanji is a combination of the parts 7K (water) and Z2 (leaves), to represent

dying something in water colored with leaves
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This kanji was originally written as f&. It represents pouring water on a person’ s
back before beating them with a thin branch to cleanse them. It became used to mean

‘long, thin branch’” or ‘line’
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This kanji represents hemp, a plant (’K) used to build the roof of a shrine (J).
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This kanji comes from the shape of a demon. The part L. is a simplified version of

the kanji & (cloud).
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This kanji represents an object or person that has something to do with demons (5&).

The part K& indicates the reading.
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This kanji comes from the shape of one of two frames used when building a wall. It

has a similar shape to a bed.
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This kanji represents clear, blue (&) water (7). The part & also indicates the

reading.
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This kanji represents clean (&) rice (k) presented as an offering to the gods.
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This kanji represents a pure (&) heart ().
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This kanji comes from the shape of many strings bundled together to make a tassel

that would be attached to clothing as a talisman.
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This kanji represents a tassel (#8) that is made purely from strings (%) of a single
color.
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This kanji represents impartial (F) words (§).
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The part B represents a storehouse used to keep rice (FK). When combined with the

part +, it represents mold or bacteria that grows in the storehouse.
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This kanji represents a person (1) or dog (X) buried in a grave, hidden from view.
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Before constructing a new building, animals (X) were sacrificed to the gods and
buried according to the state of a preexisting building. This kanji represents such

a state. The part J comes from the shape of a wooden board used when constructing



the walls.
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This kanji represents skin (&) covering the surface of the body |ike clothing (&)
The part K also indicates the reading.
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This kanji represents going (¥) outside. The part K indicates the reading.
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The part #E comes from the shape of a cage to keep birds () in to stop them from

escaping. It was combined with & (stone) to mean ‘certain’ or ‘set in stone’
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This kanji represents a ceremony performed by holding a horned owl (%) in one’ s
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hand (X) and using it to divine and protect against natural disasters
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This kanji represents a rope (5&) used to tie birds () together.
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The part £ represents a falcon. It is combinedwith 7 torepresentaspirit level

a tool used in carpentry to check whether or not something is level.
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This kanji represents divining the will of the gods using birds ().
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The part B8 represents birdlime, a sticky substance spread on branches to catch
small birds. When combined with £,
themselves.

it represents the birds trying to free



049 Bk
(R/IB) B BhnD (Vx v 7T D)
B AL ERLY L AR AR
X7

ﬁ Qﬁ@’ ¥} F TR

pr (z) iR o o
CTEIWREECRE R LES TR) W2, Yx v TT sk
& LEF,
%R
The part 2 represents a bird flapping its wings. When combined with the part [,

it represents jumping.
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This kanji originally came from the shape of a butterfly or dragonfly flapping its

X0

wings, but it later became used to represent a small ceremony held the day after

a large ceremony.
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This kanji represents a method of divining performed by placing fire at four

different points on a turtle’ s shell and examining the cracks made
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This kanji is a combination of Jk (cracks) and i_ (go) to represent cracks running

or ‘escaping’ in different directions
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This kanji represents damaged money (B) that has lost its value after being beaten
(&) with a stick.
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This kanji is a combination of a part representing two hairpins and the part B

(money), to represent a person praying to the gods to plea for help
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The part comes from the shape of a person lying on a mat. It was combined with
the part il» (feelings) to represent feelings of kindness or gratitude towards the

person.
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This kanji represents a weak, chipped (&) wheel (Z).
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This kanji represents a slave under surveillance. It was once written with the part
B (eye) instead of M (blood).
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The part € represents a sharp sword, and the part £ represents the sharp, keen

sense of a shaman who summons the gods
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This kanji represents grain (K) that was paid as tax for ceremonies (f).
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This kanji represents a grain of rice ().
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The part 3 comes from the shape of shackles. In this kanji, it represents a person

sentenced to shackles as a punishment.
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The part Il comes from the shape of a person sitting and looking up at another person
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who is standing and restraining them. When combined with the part #, it represents

control or suppression.



963 =173
(2 4%/1638) %o(otw0§%%>
m e # o E0
2 FeXtic
£

%@‘ / {j fE KRR

= () 28 ) ) ) o
7= (2 %) %z:ngc; (51 ¥ (7711 ¥ TE)] 2868 EAFTT, 8% 77 T
v kLI,
2ReER

This kanji was originally a combination of the parts %, 7] and E. It represents

a sword severing a piece of string.
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This kanji represents an animal with its tail drooping and its body arched.
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This kanji represents a dead body (FF) buried in a deep hole (LI) in the ground (%).
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This kanji represents a dead body (FF) with its clothes spread out and four anvils

(L) resting on its chest to protect it from evil spirits.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts FF (bottom) and #t (woman) to represent

a very close group of miko.
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This kanji represents mud created by mixing (JE) dirt with water ().
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This kanji represents the string of a bow (8) stretched long (&) and tight.
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This kanji represents a woman wear ing ornaments in her hair to hold a ceremony. There
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are too many ornaments in her hair, so she appears rather garish
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This kanji is a combination of the kanji & and 5 to represent a person leading

the way by holding a head in their hand to cleanse the road ahead.
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The part B% comes from the shape of a decapitated head (B) dangling (3&) upside
down. When it is combined with il» (feelings), it represents feelings of worry as

though the heart has been dangled upside down.



973 =17
(2 %m/1338) mwrEL hEDIT S
mwm‘ AR

@112 1En
4

,ka g@ { fe e & AR

nwrEd () R

pREE (TR MEEZ AR WEEE LC, BEWIS T2 JxE K LET.
() AE¥ L~ 5, [ fiﬁ‘rﬂéﬂ%%@“é L :cbwﬁam SR
E r“J T8 PEo =y YR LI 12z & LET.
RaR

This kanji represents a person bowing and leaning their neck forward when greeting
the gods. The part B represents a head with the hair tied up neatly. When combined
with the part &, it represents the amount of time it takes to bow. The part E is



used as an upper part in many kanji, such as £ or Z&, to represent the gods.
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The part & represents a person with their hair tied up neatly (&) standing (&)
inmourning. The part {4 was added to represent an actor skillfully imitating their

sadness.
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This kanji represents a ceremony held to blind (X) a slave’ s eyes (E) in order
for them to serve the gods. The part % was added to represent the tense or nervous

atmosphere of such a ceremony.
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This kanji represents a strong, solid wall made from dirt (X) that is stiff like
the body of a slave before they are blinded (EX).



977 =17
(1 8%/ b (\WBEWLY R Z)

il
BB A
7y
E%’K E B B B:
R
?ﬁ A A ZFDNL G [V RALE %
. re ) (A E‘iié) v TR T, 7K$%z:aké§@\@§gﬁézgg
% LE7T.
RER

This kanji is a combination of B (look) and B5 (a reflection in the water) to

represent gazing (R) at one’ s reflection.
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The part & represents sound indicating the gods’ response to a prayer. The part

T was added to represent the border between the territory of man and the gods.
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This kanji represents amirror made from bronze. [t was used in ceremonies to reflect

light in the same way as a bead.
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The part BR comes from the shape of two strings of shells. The part LU was added

to it to represent two mountains dividing.
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This kanji represents a path made using wooden (’K) planks that resembled a shelf
in the cliff.
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This kanji represents bones (&) with flesh (H) attached.
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The part %l represents a |ine of decapitated heads, and also indicates the reading

of the kanji. The part 7&K was added to represent a torn piece of clothing
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This kanji is written with the part + (grass) above and below the part 3£ (death).
It represents a funeral held after leaving the dead body on the grass to decompose

and turn to bones.
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The part % represents a method of divining used to determine the direction and
location of a building, by standing a brush (&) up. The part 41 was added to
represent a healthy body, strong and sturdy like a building.



986 =1
(TR oF L h
Al

=g

N R

2R
WO TRl 2% (B). AL, Btz oz & LT,
RiR

This kanji represents a ceremony held by pounding rice with a mallet (BE) and

polishing it before offering it to the gods
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This kanji was originally used to represent a large garden used to hold ceremonies,

but it has since become used to represent the Tang Dynasty of China.
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This kanji represents a sweet made by pounding rice () with a mallet (E&). The
part & indicates the reading.
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This kanji represents the bride wear ing ornaments in her hair in a wedding ceremony.
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This kanji represents a hand (X) holding two bundles of rice plants (R).
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The part 3 represents holding two things. It was combined with the part %& to

represent the discontent and hatred women felt towards men who had more than one
wife.
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This kanji represents the gods ascending the stairs (B) and returning to ‘hide’
in heaven. The gods would return to heaven after the people prayed while holding

an anvil (I) in their hand (3).
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This kanji represents a hand (JT) picking a plant (K).
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The part 3 represents the reading of the kanji, and is added to the part # (hand)

to represent picking fruit
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The part R represents a hand with its thumb and forefinger spread to measure length.
S to represent ‘measuring’ or evaluating words to

[t was added to the part
translate them into another language
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This kanji represents a ceremony held to ask where the gods are, by holding a anvil
() and a box of prayer (A) in each hand (3 - ~f).
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This kanji was originally written with the part B in place of BH. It represents

leaving () to earn money.
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This kanji represents praying to the gods to earn their permission to attack an enemy

country.
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The part 7% is a combination of -~ (fire) and a part that represents two hands
presenting a container that is billowing steam. The part + was added to represent

the rising steam.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a kneeling person supported from beneath, and

means something similar to ‘receive’ .
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This kanji represents tickets or pieces of paper that were burned along with the

dead in cremation.
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This kanji represents a wooden (K) sign raised high in the air. The part Z

indicates the reading of the kanji.
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This kanji represents string (%) that was dyed with a purple grass.
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This kanji represents a bundle () of sticks tapped (4) to correct (IE) the order.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts 2z (a variation on the part 1) and +

(grass) to represent a lawn.
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This kanji comes from the shape of T= flipped over. It was born from the image of

poverty or death.
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This kanji was originally written as # to represent fireflies, insects (H) that
glow.
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This kanji represents aplow 71 that was purified inafire ina ceremony held before
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the beginning of the agricultural year.
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Thiskanji wasoriginal lywrittenas Z.

The part K was added to represent a bonfire
burning brightly.
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The part & represents the gods entering a shrine in answer to a prayer. The part

H was added to represent an award or gift received from the gods
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This kanji represents the palmof ahand (F) used to hold a torch or present something

to the gods in a ceremony.
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This kanji was originally written R and represents a dog (X) buried at the door

(F) of a shrine to ward off evil spirits.
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The part on the upper right hand side of this kanji comes from the shape of a spouted
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container used to measure sake. The container had two round parts in the middle,

so the part B (flesh) was added to represent a round stomach.
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In this kanji, the part (&) was added to & to represent covering the container.
The container could also be used upside down, so this kanji also became used to mean

‘overturn’
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The part & comes from the shape of a pile of steamers. When combined with P, it

represents many roofs piled on each other.
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This kanji represents an offering of piles (%) of money (8).
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This kanji represents a bonfire () |it to cleanse sickness (§7) from the body.
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The part K represents the bottom of a container that has been planed flat with a
knife (). It was combined with the part I~ to represent the bottom or floor of
a building.
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The part Bf represents an axe (X) used to protect the city walls (8). When combined

with the part X, it represents the land or territory inside the city walls
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The part = represents a | imited space or area within the castle walls, and it also
became used to mean ‘or’ or ‘either’ . The part il» (feelings) was later added

to represent feelings of irresolution, or an inability todecide between two options.
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The part Z represents a sheep sacrificed as an offering to the gods
indicates the reading of the kanji

-

, and also

. The part {1 was added to represent the ceremony
in which the sheep was sacrificed.
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The part on the right hand side of this kanji comes from the shape of an axe with

a red string attached, used as a guide or marker. The part

=

awareness or understanding of what the marker indicates.

was added to represent



1024 =113
(24/1738) L=y
1

Lid{ %15

W E OWB % BT

va/

qg}i HZh| 7 R

2K L ¢ hib
SR LHFL £ L+

51511,

?ﬁ}L} HLTH HAZ o 3
BRT, By (BEFToEHE) 2RVWT (),

K
RaR

This kanji represents the job of listening (B) and recording war services in a

ceremony.
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This kanji represents a thin piece of string (). The part X represents an axe

TR R

1

used to cut the string into pieces.
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The part F comes from the shape of a square shield. When combined with the part
B, it represented a chariot with a cover

eaves or edges of a roof.
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, but later became used to represent the
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The part F comes from the shape of a square shield and indicates the reading of
thiskanji. Thepart A (flesh) was added to represent the liver, anorgan that looks

similar to a shield.
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This kanji represents a strong, persevering heart ().
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This kanji represents approval of one’ s persevering (#) assertion (§). The part

Eu

A also indicates the reading.

o
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The part 75 comes from the shape of slack bow without the bowstring attached. When

combined with the part XK,

to droop.

it represents a rice plant that has grown tall and begun
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This kanji represents |ight that stretches (35) and passes through (i_) an object.
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This kanji represents talking (§) and extending (5) an invitation to someone. The
‘yuu’ .

part & indicates the reading of the kanji, but it has since changed to
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This kanji represents the feelings (i{») of fear one experiences whenholding a tool
(I) in both hands (F) and praying to the gods.
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This kanji represents a city wall built using special tools (I) and wooden (R)
moulds. Dirt was carried around in bamboo (47) baskets and poured into the moulds

to be pounded and hardened into a wall. The part % indicates the reading.
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This kanji represents power (1) or bravery springingup inone’ s heart |ikeboiling

water gushing from a spring GR&).
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This kanji comes from the shape of an enormous ruler.
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This kanji represents an enormous (B) distance. The part B indicates the reading
of the kanji.
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The part 2 represents bones beaten (&) to strengthen and intensify the powers of

a prayer. The part 7 was added to represent a strong, violent flow of water.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts 3 (ladle) and & (nheedle). It is used to
mean ‘diagonal’ as both ladles and needles are tilted to the side when they are

used.
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This kanji represents a road (¥ ) cleansed after being piercing with a needle ().

£
[
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The part B comes from the shape of a round shield. When combined with the part 5,

it represents a bow used to shoot round bullets.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a bundle of string tied into knots at both ends

to dye it. The parts of the cloth tied into knots stay the original color.
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This kanji represents retying a piece of string (%) that has been severed.
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This kanji was originally written with the part & in place of 7§, where ¥
represented a sign or mark that was erected in commemoration. The part & was added

to represent the marks or footprints left after walking.
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This kanji represents the seashore, used to hold ceremonies using a bead (H)

decorated with tassels.
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This kanji contains the part & representing silk, so it was once used to represent

silk string (%). However, it has since become used to represent cotton instead.
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This kanji is a combination of ¥ (a large altar), B (box for prayer) and i_ (go)

to represent suitable conditions under which to hold a ceremony.
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This kanji represents a person opposing and fighting (&) another person who has

the qualifications to hold a ceremony (F).
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This kanji represents the figure of a woman (Z) lamenting (&) in a loud voice while

praying to the gods.



1050 =10
(28/193)  oor Lu

1

SVEL D ZAFALVD 2tk

T HAH—0E
ffﬁi
¥y (B ¢y

5

?ﬁ’)ﬁ FALVD bHib A FALVD /34
CEEmL LT, WUIF sz g R LET. A WHIC (RO
PFL MR T T,

RaR

This kanji represents leveling the ground (X). The part 4 comes from the shape

of a piece of copper made into a uniform size
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This kanji represents the gods descending from heaven (&) and appearing in a shrine
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(™) in answer a prayer (O).
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This kanji represents an object melting or dissolving in water (7). The part &

indicates the reading.
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This kanji represents going (G_) inside or entering (A) a place.
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This kanji represents string () or cloth that was paid as tax.
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The part § comes from the shape of a silkworm spitting silk from its mouth. When

combined with the part %, it represents the thread made from such silk.
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The part # represents a card that has been carved with a sword (J1), with tassels

attached to purify it. When combined with the part 7, it represents pure or chaste

actions.
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This kanji represents a cylindrical cup (Fl) made out of copper (£).
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This kanji represents a person who holds tools and |eads a ceremony.
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This kanji represents feeding (&) and raising animals.
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This kanji represents a person ({1 ) holding a ceremony to inquire about the feel ings

and will of the gods’ .
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This kanji represents a city wall that has been surrounded.
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This kanji was original ly written as BE. The central part represents a hand bal | ing
a bag tightly () in its fist, which has been wrapped in another layer (O). It

represents a lump or bunch.
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This kanji represents committing an act that was forbidden by the gods.
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This kanji represents a mould made from bamboo (47T).
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This kanji represents a ceremony held by riding a horse () to cleanse a road.
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This kanji was originally used to represent a person with their mouth open wide

singing in prayer, but it is now used to represent Europe.



1067 {17
(2 #&/123%) HolmoH5
1
Hir Lrdiawn AN A SER/AN AN ANRRANS
KDL KEIPKEST L BMEZRIRT L TE
77 A4

= G

bt () P R L
by rey ( %‘%%‘* ) ‘f (i * < FEZJ (ﬁ ) e ﬁz‘* EE L7, %375 <C
(B). D LNERCE K 2 (K22) “ve & LET,
iR

This kanji was originally written with the part 2 (snake) in place of 2 (a spool

of thread). Snakes were beaten (4&) to alter the effects of a curse.
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This kanji represents arranging things in a regular order, like winding thread on

to a spool.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts # (a shell thread on a piece of string)

and B (shell) to mean ‘pass’ or ‘see through to the end .
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This kanji represents the feeling (i{») of growing accustomed to a habit or practice

after carrying it

out (&) over and over again
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This kanji was originally written B and represented a ceremony held at the foot

of a ¢cliff |~ using a scorpion (&) to pray for and encourage hard work (7}).
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This kanji represents a sickness healing after the diseased area of skin is removed.

The part R represents a bead with a part missing.
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This kanji represents a mould made of wood (K). The part & represents sundown and

is used to convey the meaning ‘to disappear’



1074 &
SR VIR S

il |
<7 HLOEROBEI BHHL -2 oMBE @B
/\“7
Kw| TEERER
?ﬁ . X
oM A TR AR e () £ A LT,
RiR

This kanji represents a piece of cloth (rf1) or curtain behind which people disappear

(B).
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This kanji represents water () disappearing (&).
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This kanji was originally written as a combination of the parts i (ifi) and B. It
represents the plaintiff and defendant taking it in turns to swear to the gods in

a trial.
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This kanji was originally written /&, where the part % represented two hair pins
used in a ceremony held secretly to put a curse on someone. It was combined with

the part 7 to represent hiding secretly underneath the water.
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This kanji represents liquid (7 ) that oozes or seeps out, such as sweat or evening

dew (®).
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This kanji represents dividing a country’ s land into parts (H) after conquering

) %

B
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the country. The part % is oftenread as ‘raku’ or ‘ryaku’ when used as a part,

as it the case with this kanji.
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This kanji represents the forehead or the front of abuilding which is shown to guests

(&)
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The part B represents the path the gods walk when descending from heaven. When

combined with the part I, it represents dew that falls from heaven
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E A
A ceremony was held before crossing a river (JIl) to ask the gods for instructions
This kanji represents the gods

advice (§) or instructions
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This kanji represents a dead (=) body lying in a bed of thick grass (+).
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The part F is a combination of the parts M (net) and T= to represent a net. [t

was combined with the part % to represent a net made of rope.
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This kanji is a combination of the part M (plate) and the kanji 7K on its side

to represent water overflowing from a plate
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This kanji is a combination of the parts & (source) and 7
the source of a river.

cliff.

(water) to represent
The part J& represents a spring found in a field beneath a
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This kanji was originally written as £, where the part # represented two hands

holding a seedling. The part + was added to represent skills used in gardening
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The part 2 represents a tree (°K) containing many boxes for prayer (A). It was

combined with the part # to represent a hand skillfully handling the branches of



the tree to use in prayer. This kanji became used to mean ‘handle’ or ‘a strong,

unmoving feeling’
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This kanji represents winding thread (&) very quickly.
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This kanji represents two clapping hands approaching each other.

represents the sound of clapping.
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The part B
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This kanji represents clapping hands (#).
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This kanji is a combination of the parts &, A and 1 to represent a plate of food
that has been beautiful ly garnished and wiped with a cloth (Mf1) to remove any spots.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a storehouse with a raised floor used to store

grain.
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This kanji was originally written as a combination of the parts #, 7] and /\ to
represent cutting (J\) a mould () away with a sword (7)) to remove the creation

inside. It was once used to represent a wound, but it is has since become used to



represent a creation.
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This kanji represents a short, wooden (K) bar that was used to level the rice in

a measure. Kanji that contain the part B are usually read ‘gai’
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This kanji is a combination of it and 5_ to represent an animal sacrificed to the
gods when asking about a suitable course of action in war. The shaman would listen

and state the reply.
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This kanji represents a cow’ s head (4) with the horns () cut off with a sword

(77) and is used to mean ‘dissemble’ or ‘break up’
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This kanji was originally written as g, a combination of the parts % and §. It

was considered as correct or good to receive judgment and obey the gods
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This kanji represents sacrificing an animal (&) as an offering to the gods and

receiving permission to carry out a plan to the end
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This kanji originally had the same pronunciation as the kanji #g, so it came to
have the same meaning of ‘state’ . It is easy to remember if one remembers it as
the image of a person looking up at an elephant () in surprise at its tremendous

size.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts & and JU to represent elephants that were

used in construction work.
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The part B comes from the shape of a beast that resembles a large monkey. When
combined with the part [, it represents a sacred place located in the heart of a

mountain where such a beast |ived.
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This kanji represents an animal’ s fangs.
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The part % represents an animal skeleton and was combined with the part 1] to

represent a sword used to cut the skeleton into small pieces
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This kanji represents the seed of a fruit. The part 3% represents a skeleton found

inside the flesh, similar to a seed.
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This kanji originally represented a net (M) used to catch fish, which looked similar
to a bamboo comb (JE). However, later it became used to represent the crime a criminal

committed before being caught.
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The part JE comes from the shape of a comb with teeth on each side. It was added

to P to represent a door that opens on both sides
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This kanji represents two hands (#) discarding things to both sides (JE).
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This kanji represents tank (E) corps standing in a line on both sides (JE). The

people in the same corps were known as associates or peers.
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This kanji was originally used to represent a tool made from a shell (JR) used to
pick (=F) grass. However, it later became used to mean ‘embarrassment’ or

‘humi liation’ .
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This kanji represents two people (JL) lined up to offer words of prayer (&) to the
gods.
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This kanji represents the gods descending from heaven in answer to a prayer offered
It was combined with the part 7 to mean ‘state’ .

by the first born son (&).
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This kanji comes from the shape of a young child with his hair cut in a style that

was common for young boys in ancient China.
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This kanji was originally written as a combination of %& and A& to represent hitting

a bent arrow to straighten it. It represents the effect of the straightened arrow.

Later it became written as %, but it changed again and is now written as %}
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This kanji represents a wooden bar that projected from the front of a chariot in
order to fasten horses to the yoke. It later became used to mean ‘comparison’ as

the bar was fastened to the chariot after measuring and comparing the left and right
sides.
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The part JT comes from the tall, straight shape of the neck. It was combined with

the part ¥ to represent a hand held high in refusal.



1117 =17
(2 %%/1538) XL ) XhphxFE

m;w X = ¢
A WX F
X x 7
NP Y. A V.4 Ay X
X/ 474 < )
RS X4 w )
X (5 9) F%Jffkj@ﬁ*if? ] (UT<) #286bdT, TXnXF],
F@#i%J\ZQfLiﬁ
RaR

The part ¥ is the kanji for X upside—-down. It was combined with the part i_ (go)

to represent the opposite direction.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts 7K, F and JU and represents a hand

supporting and floating a child on the surface of the water.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts representing a skull seen from above,

{ representing a fringe and B (flesh) representing the brain.
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This kanji is a combination of & (brain) and i{» (feelings) to represent feelings

of worry or distress.
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This kanji is a combination of K (tree), B (eye) and il» (feelings) to represent
thinking of the deceased while looking at their grave or tablet.
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This kanji represents an ornament shaped |ike an eye (B) that was hung by the stairs

(B) the gods would use to descend from heaven, in order to ward off and restrict

the approach of evil spirits.
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This kanji represents clearing a plate piled with offerings from the altar. It is

used to mean to ‘move backwards’ or ‘retreat’ .
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This kanji represents a person checking (¥) to determine the power of the god of

the land. A ceremony was held regularly to renew (J&) and strengthen the power, which

was considered to be benevolent.
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This kanji represents the act of destroying the effects of a prayer by hitting (&)
the box containing the prayer (&). It is used to represent not just interference

or an accident, but also the reason behind it
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This kanji represents people (4 ) who each maintain an individual and unchanging

(@) personality or set of beliefs.
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This kanji originally came from the shape of a person sitting down and was written

as a combination of the parts F and JL.



1128 Rk
E3]
(1#/1838) 23> (F5)
1
=t S E3. » A AT L
o RHETZ RET L Hod

st
—

NS S L ow LA

?i% ¥ OBRST X EBEH

\L

+

,f% (I A A S

=t (=) R L ) o :
(KX () LR GER) &bt AFTF, HARICERE 4 (i
<”f£m“ ERICAMOELEIMALE L, HARL (£62) Zr%
ESEE
R

This kanji is a combination of A, F and # (a baby’ s clothes). It comes from the
shape of a mother holding her newborn baby after dressing it in clothes. A ceremony

was held to send the spirits of the ancestors inside the clothes to protect the child.



1129  #&uh »,
(2 88/3850) Lzl frf-£%X

o

SA L Euns L)
ES — %

Va7

2
Xmiﬁ@%ﬂ%) FEBE) (B) DonwE B T, AMED E L
£ E £,

RiR

This kanji comes from the shape of a syringe, a needle () with a large tube attached

to store ink (B). It represents a beautiful tattoo or mark.
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This kanji represents a needle (&) piercing the ground by the stairs the gods use
to descend from heaven () in order to ward off evil spirits.

]



1131 =17
B < ny = A w
(2 %%/15 3) f& (D HEAL)

1]
WwhHH < B
Ze M
x
jEli 2. e e
fgRE e
AN
?ﬁ AP - b [ES/A bHib (& ny
MOBET (F) LHLEZ 0 E R TFTLAN, 100,000,000 0K
YRENF Lo DT, ZOERTEI LI 0 ) LE,
&R

This kanji was originally used to represent the act of divining the gods’ answer
to a prayer. However, it later became used to represent the number 100, 000, 000 as

the pronunciation was the same.
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This kanji was originally written F&, and represented the gods’
ceremony held to hunt hawks

response to a
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This kanji represents one’ s ears () turning pink when one feels (i{») embarrassed.
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This kanji represents a plate (M) containing an animal heart (i(») that was placed

on a tall pedestal (T) inside a shrine (=) as a courteous offering to the gods.
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The kanji represents the establishment of a place used to hold a ceremony (%).
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In ancient China, cleansing ceremonies (%) were held regularly during a sickness
epidemic (J7).
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The part ER represents the temporary state of the ore of a precious stone. The part
H was added to represent the amount of time it takes to polish the stone, but it

later became used to represent free time
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This kanji was originally written as fi8 to represent the temporary state of the ore
of a precious stone before it is polished. It also represents the long hours it takes

to make a mask.
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This kanji represents money (B) that is reversed (Jx). It refers to business, where
goods are bought at a low price and sold at a high price. The part & comes from

the shape of a hand (X) turning something over.
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The part B was added to the kanji ¥k (slope) to represent a steep, dangerous slope

?\

that the gods use to descend from heaven.
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The part B8 comes from the shape of lightening. When combined with the part 4 it
represents a person stretching their body long and straight in a similar shape to

lightening.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts F3, # and [E. It represents a cylindrical

cup held by many people and poured on the ground in order to summon the god of earth.
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The part on the left hand side of this kanji represents a hand and the part I

represents a person’ s posture as they press a seal onto paper.
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This kanji represents a tendon that connects bone and flesh (H) together. It is
as strong (A1) as bamboo (41).
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This kanji represents three people joining forces (1) to engage in agricultural

work.
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This kanji represents the width between a chariot’ s two wheels (E). The part A

indicates the reading.
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This kanji represents the skeleton of an animal that has been exposed to the sun
(B).
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This kanji is a combination of the parts 3 (the frame of a pair of shackles) and

7] (a sword used to cut off body parts) to represent a |ight punishment.
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This kanji represents a clay (%) mould.



1150 {17
AL
(28/1838) B 2
1
AL FLZA FALLw

R IR RS
) e 2

ARAK
AR omA * RERR
>N Ak R

?ﬁ:w‘_ T ha HLs  sob
W oFoMm n) OFE & LET,
2R

This kanji represents a sacred (;=x) place hidden deep within a forest (#£).

£
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This kanji represents the mouth (A) of a dead person containing a bead. The bead
was placed in their mouth to prevent the spirit from escaping, or evil spirits from

entering.
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This kanji was originally written as %, where the part % represents two sons (52)

standing next to each other wearing special hats and holding a box for prayer (A).



The part A& was added to represent investigating whether or not something complies

with the will of the gods. The part #& is usually read ‘ken’
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This kanji is a combination of the parts & (axe) and # to represent the name of

a ceremony that was held only once a year.



1154 =10
(2/1988) 272

1]
z Z-Y9 Z->% 1k P 2oL
#MZL MATZL #MmT L EER
E%

5 B oa A

fall

[

(2 %) ?ﬁ% o o E L »
(4) THObL B (B) 2o, BEMAILZIVYE & LET,
RiR

This kanji represents a person holding an axe (&) containing spiritual powers, while

[

passing through a dangerous place.
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This kanji represents an axe (fr) used when praying to the gods (GR).
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This kanji represents an axe (fr) used to split logs of wood (K).
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This kanji represents a person mad with excitement after holding a large axe (FE)

and receiving spiritual powers.
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This kanji represents a young sol ider under the command of a shogun. The shogunwould
carry a large offering on a board used in construction (---) to present to the gods

to pray for victory at war.
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This kanji represents clothes (#) that have been decorated.
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This kanji was originally written as 7#, representing a secret ceremony held to

&

worship the ancestors. The part @ comes from the shape of the head of an axe or

spear that was presented as an offering to the ancestors
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This kanji was originally written as a combination of the parts
represents a secret ceremony held to pray for the safety of the ancestors by cleansing

an axe (@) in the fire (X)) and offering it to the gods in a shrine (™).
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This kanji represents commanding an army to move by waving a flag. Kanji containing

the part th (snake) are often read ‘shi’ or ‘chi’
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This kanji comes from the shape of a hand twisting a bundle of string. It had the
same pronunciation as the word for ‘young’ so it became used to mean ‘young’

or ‘immature’ .
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This kanji represents a twisted bundled of string. It was placed in a pot and dyed
black.
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This kanji represents the string of a bow (8). The part % indicates the reading.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a bundle of string twisted around a bar to squeeze

out the water after it has been dyed.
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This kanji represents an eye with an ornament attached to the eyebrow to give the
eye supernatural powers. It became used tomean ‘reflect’ as the eye would inspect
and study the surroundings. It was also used to mean ‘omit’ as the eye had the

power to banish evil spirits.
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This kanji represents the fine, delicate (4*) features of a woman’ s (%) face and

skin.
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This kanji represents a sword (1) used to shave pieces of meat (&) from the bone.
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This kanji comes from the quiet image of the blade of an axe (k) dimly reflecting
the sunlight (/]v) in a shrine (™) after being presented as an offering to appease

the spirits of the ancestors.
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This kanji represents a cow dissected in half (¥) with a sword (1]) to examine and

understand how the body works.
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This kanji was originally written as 1, where the part Z indicated the reading

of the kanji. It represents the sound of a stone (/) splitting into pieces
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This kanji represents a spool of thread made from wood (’K) with a rotating spindle
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passing through the middle to coil the thread around.



1174 &k
(28/2138) KEZVEAR

U
F
g2 (Y TEF

FB
9 bbb Ed [N nrbH U bH E3
FF11d, R #9 \‘ofi:ﬁ@ﬂ/f’s‘“ Jla, RECdE- E ()57\
W Z RSl ot DE

->72) R (=) OER (¥F) %Ef L9,

PaER

The part F comes from the shape of a large curved sword. When combined with the

part =, it represents the curved roof of a house or shrine
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This kanji was originally written as &L. It comes from the shape of two hands trying
to untangle knotted thread.
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This kanji represents the bowels or intestines. The part % represents a bead

reflecting the sunlight and is used to indicate the reading.
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This kanji represents a hand () drawing a picture with a brush that is soft and

pliable like a seedling (&).
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This kanji represents water (7 ) poured on to a fire to dim and soften the flames

(%).
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The part TR comes from the shape of a sign with a sharp point, erected to mark a

place enshrining an offering of meat to the gods. The part 71 (1] ) was added to mean

‘pierce’ or ‘stab’
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This kanji was originally used to represent a rider’ s whip, but the pronunciation
happened to be the same as the word for ‘book’ , so it became used to represent

a volume of a book instead. It has since become used to represent a plan or idea



written in the book.
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The part 4~ comes from the shape of the calyx of a flower. It was added to the part
A to represent a small sake cup that resembles a calyx. The kanji Z5 also has a

similar meaning.
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This kanji represents the bud of a flower that has opened and split into two parts.
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This kanji represents two hands (H) presenting an offering of a bear paw (&) to

the gods within the inner part of a shrine (™).
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This kanji represents a barren, sterile piece of land, but it is easier to remember

as an old plow or a frayed brush.
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This kanji represents valuable treasures or fortunes (&) left behind by the deceased

as they passed (i_) into the next world.
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This kanji represents a man holding (5f) a crown and placing (—) it on his head

(7e) in a coming-of—-age-ceremony.
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This kanji was originally written with the part JL below the part . [t represents

a person on night watch at a shrine, who is free with nothing to do.
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The part £ represents the tall figure of the god of agriculture, and also indicates

the reading of this kanji. The part & was added to represent vinegar.
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This kanji represents sake made by fermenting rice and other grains. The part 2

indicates the reading.
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This kanji was originally written as &, a combination of the part & and a kanji

that represents a prayer for a good harvest, to mean a prayer for long life.
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This kanji was originally written as # tomean ‘towhisper’ . It later became used

to represent a collection of small things, as a whisper is spoken in a small voice.
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The kanji HX is used to represent the ears of enemy soldiers collected in battle

as proof of how many people one killed. The kanji & represents a hat containing

many ears. It was combined with the part ¥ to represent a hand taking the ears.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts F (hat) and B to represent pulling a hat
over one’ s head to hide one’ s face and protect oneself when venturing from the

safety of the city walls.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts § and 1 to represent a hat.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a shield used to protect the eyes (B).
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The part & represents the gods descending from heaven in response to a prayer. The

part H was added to mean ‘clear’ or ‘bright’ .
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The part = (fire) was added to the kanji BB to represent lighting something to make

it clear and visible.
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This kanji represents the Yellow River a long, winding river in China that resembles

a long, curved stick used in ceremonies (]).
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This kanji represents a person in delirium after being possessed by a spirit. The
part & represents their dancing figure

_ 5::
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This kanji is a combination of H (the shape of the stomach) and B (flesh) to

represent the stomach.
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This kanji represents a person bending over to pick flowers, a position also assumed

when praying to the gods, so it became used to mean ‘pray’ or ‘worship’
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This kanji was originally written as &, to represent a ceremony solemnly conducted
to summon the gods by lining up boxes for prayer (A) on a cliff (J7). The part EX

represents a ladle used to pour sake to cleanse the surroundings
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The part on the right hand side of this kanji comes from the shape of a hand (X)
holding a broom (&), and represents a broom soaked in sake and waved around to purify

the surroundings. The part { was added to represent a person infiltrating the land,



resembling sake soaking into a brush.
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Thiskanji is acombination of the part il» (feelings) and the part £ that represents
removing a hat (§) after escaping from danger. It represents the feeling of relief

and relaxation after escaping.
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The part B is a combination of the parts A and & to represent the act of hitting

a stand containing weapons in order to cleanse and restore the spiritual powers.

The part & was added to represent a strong, solid object.
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This kanji represents water (7 ) used to cool the heat of battle (%) and cleanse

the area.
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This kanji represents a person ({ ) who assists the rul ing monarch. The part F comes

from the shape of a hand holding a wand containing divine powers.
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This kanji represents a flock of sheep. The part & indicates the reading, and

represents the boss or leader.
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This kanji represents a placenta (H) that surrounds (&) a fetus inside the womb.
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This kanji represents a fishing hook. It was originally written with the part =J
(hook) in place of the part A1 (ladle).
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This kanji represents arms (§) spread widely (J&).
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This kanji represents feet (&) approaching a person (1).
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This kanji represents a sign used as evidence (1E) of a sickness (§7). The part IE

indicates the reading of the kanji.
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This kanji comes from the shape of a spoon used to correctly measure amounts, so

it is used to mean ‘correct’ .
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This kanji represents a hand (#) holding a spoon (&).
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The part on the left hand side of this kanji is a combination of the parts + and
4, and was originally used to represent a person with a walking stick unable to
decide whether to go ahead or turn around. The part on the right hand side is a

En



combination of the part 1& (foot) and represents a person facing backwards to mean
a similar thing. When the two parts are combined, they represent a doubtful person
unable to make a decision.
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This kanji was originally written as M and comes from the shape of two people in

a line, the person behind following the person in front
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This kanji represents the warp, or the vertical strings (%) of a loom lined up in

a row (f£).
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The part on the right hand side of this kanji has a similar meaning to the kanji
Z and represents a dead body with its arms and legs folded to its chest. When combined

with the part %, it represents an underground passage stretching all the way to



a tomb in which a coffin is buried.
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This kanji was once used to represent words (&) of exaggeration but it is now used

to mean ‘birth’ .
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This kanji was originally written as #&, to represent a bundle of string (38). The
part on the right hand side represents a window opened to let air flow through the

room.
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This kanji originally came from the shape of a person squatting (F) before a pot
(%) used to cook mutton (). The part ~~ was added to represent cooking over a

fire.
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This kanji represents shrines found on each side of a city gate. Such shrines were

used as a place to study, so this kanji became used to mean ‘school’
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This kanji is a combination of the parts = and B (palace) to represent a palace.
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This kanji was originally written with the part B in place of H. It represents
the consistent cycle of the moon. The part il» (heart) was added to represent a steady

heartbeat, emphasizing the meaning of ‘consistent’
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This kanji is a combination of the parts = and B, to represent a room built in
the shape of a semicircle. Such a room was used to hold ceremonies or trials, giving

birth to a new meaning of ‘declaration’” or ‘pronouncement’
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This kanji represents the balustrade of a building. The part & represents a wooden

(K) bar used to stop people from passing.
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This kanji represents skin, smooth |ike the surface of a desk (JL).
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This kanji is a combination of the parts = (a large shrine) and H, to represent
the vast sky. The part B represents a bottle with a long neck and a large, round

body. Kanji containing the part B are often read ‘chuu’ , as such is the case with



this kanji.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts sx (altar) and & to represent an offering

of sake. The part & represents a sake cask with a fat neck.
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This kanji is a combination of 1 and & to represent the width of a piece of cloth

or a cask of sake
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The part on the right hand side of this kanji represents smoke billowing from the

chimney of a cooking stove. It was combined with the part X to represent smoke



1234 S0k
Hir
(1 #&/133%) ~EF12L (M%H1F2) ~FEFr2

1
\E f/‘/@f/‘_ﬁ [/ANKS f/‘iLm 9 26 &9
A=Y MR Fm%ﬁ’s“% & B o BEE R
77

B %55 FFE R R R PR

~NE (13 B o )
=N 75«;%2@);] ‘)m fff;<&><\ Z‘f&(ﬁ{ Z/{ngﬁﬁ@f&ﬁ% Fl‘mf 51 Zr% ?
LE7, FmJ 3. B 2EOZKROED T T,
2ER
Thepart &
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comes from the shape of three-legged pot that contained spiritual powers.

Such pots were buried around the edge of a grave to separate the human world from
the other world.
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This kanji represents light (3%) flickering or shining like a flag in the wind. The

part E represents an army flag attached to a chariot.
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This kanji was originally written as & to represent a m/ko performing a rain

N
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ceremony. Later it became used to represent the spirits that descend from the heavens

in response to a prayer.
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This kanji represents the feeling (i») or urge to take a day off work and enjoy

oneself. The part & represents a tool used in a ceremony held at the beginning of

the agricultural year.
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The part & comes from the shape of the large body of a drum.
round stomach.
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the part B (flesh) to represent a large,
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This kanji was originally written as € and is used to represent a straight, direct

road (£) that resembles the warp of a loom ().
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This kanji represents a penalty dealt for making a false promise. The box containing
the promise (&) was covered with a net (m) to render the promise invalid, before

it was cut in half with a sword (1]) and destroyed.
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This kanji comes from the shape of an umbrella.
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This kanji represents the helpless feel ing of terror when the heart flutters, feeling

as though it will tear into pieces like cloth ().



1243 %nﬁ
(/193 B

mm\ [ESRYAYY)
fif AR

N A ~

il m‘% ROR KR RF i
=4

AYER)

%Z®%@ijfﬁ*<Fw+AJ@%<\&M%<ﬁ$%%Li
D Fﬂﬁ?J (=9 ﬁ?ﬁb\%’ﬁiﬂ?ﬁ( L1 %ﬁiﬂéﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁ% ? L£9,
52ER
This kanji was originally writtenwith a combination of the parts ¥ and /\ inplace
of ™, to represent plants that sway in the wind. The part A (flesh) was added to

represent the lungs, organs that move with every breath.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts {1 and & to represent a ceremony performed

to transfer a spirit from one body to another.
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This kanji is a combination of the part #& and the part representing a mourning band
made from hemp. It comes from the shape of a dead body wearing a mourning band to

represent the body’ s waning spirit.
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This kanji represents a monkey. The part & indicates the reading.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts B, E and #& to represent a ceremony held
by placing a bead on the col lar of a dead person’ s clothing to pray for their revival.

[t was believed that such beads had the power to bring a person back to |ife.
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This kanji was originally written as 1= to represent a clan tearing down a shrine
and parting with the god of the land before moving to another place. The part on

the right hand side represents a parting ceremony held by crying tears over the chest



of a dead person.
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This kanji was originally written as 1
used to mean ‘daughter’

, to represent a woman (Z) with breasts,
. The part 2 represents a dead person with a box for prayer
(A) andananvil (I) placedon their collar and is often used to represent a ceremony



held to ward off evil spirits.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts fit and JL to represent a book lying on top

of a desk.
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This kanji represents a compilation of a file of documents or books. The part &

f kR AT A A

represents a door that is weaved |ike a fence.
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This kanji is a combination of the parts {1 and a door that only opens on one side

(R). It represents a person whose opinions lean towards one side
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This kanji comes from the shape of food pieced with a skewer.
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This kanji comes from the painful image of piercing the heart ([») with a skewer

(&),
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This kanji is a combination of the parts & and Z. It represents preparation for
a ceremony by cleansing the body with water and beating it with a stick (&) before

tattooing the skin.
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This kanji represents order. The part ¥ comes from the shape of a tool used to thread
stringona loom. The part |~ represents the eaves of a shrine used to educated people

about the order or procedure of a ceremony.
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This kanji represents the pivot (’K) of a door leading to an important place (IX)

used to hold ceremonies.
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The part & represents the wide shape made with a large, curved sword (F), or by
It was combined with the part & to represent a large or

legs spread apart.

exaggerated story.
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This kanji comes from the shape of the tied end of a piece of string.
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The part Y comes from the shape of a rope squeezed tightly. It was combined with
the part O to represent a scream escaping from the mouth that sounds as though the

throat is being squeezed. The right side was originally written with two strokes



instead of three, similar to the part in the kanji IX.
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This kanji was originally written as Uk and represents pounding (&) and squeezing
(4) an object into a tight ball.
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This kanji represents meat that was carried along (5_) to war when the army was

dispatched, in order to present to the guardian deities as an offering
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